Checklist - Home Maintenance Ideas
The following are some ideas that can help sell your home.  Please consider doing the following before your home is showed to prospective buyers:
Exterior
1. Clean yard and keep it well-maintained.

2. Cut back all shrubs and trees that may be covering windows and making rooms appear dark

3. Keep an abundance of flowers in front and backyard

4. Keep all windows and doors cleaned

5. Keep all pathways to house well-lit

6. Clean all patio furniture, and make sure it is in good condition

7. Clean pools and fountains.  Have fountains running for house showings.

Interior
Entry

1. Clean and polish entry doors and doorknobs.

2. Keep tile, linoleum, and wood clean and in good condition

3. Have carpets cleaned, if necessary, and vacuumed at all times. If carpet is in bad shape, replace it.

4. Keep lighting fixtures clean and in good working condition.  Look out for burned-out bulbs

5. Handrails:  Keep clean and polished

6. Keep furniture clean and in good condition.  If necessary, have reupholstered.

7. Keep organized.  Avoid excess clutter

8. Clean all windowsills and windows

9. Dust and polish all furniture, lamps, pictures, plants, and accessories.

10. Keep fresh flowers in house while showing.

Living Room

1. Clean room and remove all excess clutter

2. Dust and clean fireplace, including mantel and hearth

3. Dust all furniture, lamps, pictures, plants, and accessories.

4. Clean windowsills and window treatments.

5. Clean and vacuum carpet, polish hard surfaces when necessary

6. Place in storage or consider reupholster furniture that is worn out

Dining Room

1. Clean room and remove all excess clutter.

2. Dust and polish all furniture.  Clean lamps, pictures, plants, and accessories.

3. Clean all decorator items.

4. Set table with place settings, silverware, and fresh flowers.

Wet Bar

1. Clean lights and make sure they are in good condition.

2. Clean countertops, shelves, bar accessories, and glasses.

3. Polish plumbing fixtures.

4. Clean and polish sink.

5. Keep storage space clean and organized.

Kitchen

1. Keep countertops clean, polished, and accessorized like a model home.

2. Clean all appliances, inside and out, and all hoods and vents.

3. Clean debris from luminous ceiling panels.

4. Polish all plumbing fixtures.

5. Electrical fixtures: dust and clean glass, and replace burned-out bulbs.

6. Clean windowsills and window treatments.

7. Dust and polish cabinetry with wood polish, if appropriate.

8. Keep sinks cleaned and free of dishes.

9. Keep storage space clean and organized.

10. Empty trash compactors.

11. Keep refrigerator clean and sweet smelling.

Family Rooms

1. Clean rooms and remove all excess clutter.

2. Dust and polish all furniture, lamps, pictures, plants, and accessories

3. Place in storage or reupholster any worn-out furniture

4. Clean all windowsills and sliders.

5. Clean all window treatments.

6. Clean and polish all flooring.

Baths

1. Wash and polish all vanity tops.

2. Clean and polish all vinyl and ceramic tile.

3. Polish all plumbing fixtures.

4. Polish all finished hardware.

5. Clean all debris from luminous ceilings.

6. Clean and polish mirrors.

7. Clean and polish tub and shower doors.

8. Clean and organize closets.

Bedrooms

1. Clean rooms and remove all excess clutter.

2. Dust all furniture, lamps, pictures, plants, and accessories.

3. Clean window sills and sliders.

4. Clean carpet, if necessary, and keep vacuumed.

5. Clean and organize closets.

Hallways

1. Check lighting: should be clean and in good shape

2. Keep closets clean and organized,  Prospects will open doors.

3. Dust all furniture, lamps, pictures, plants, and accessories.

4. Clean windowsills and window treatments.

5. Dust door chimes and thermostats.

Remember, a clean, organized house will sell faster.

